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The Month In Review



October 2022, Climate Conditions Summary

Smoke layer over Pendleton, OR due to 
regional wildfires.

Morning virga hanging down from lingering
showers after a heavy rain event.

Beautiful sunrise over NE Oregon, with an 
orange color due to smoke from wildfires.

Octoberwasdry and muchwarmer than normal through the 20th. Forexample,at the Pendleton,OR
airport, there were 10 dayswith maximumtemperaturesof 80 degreesor higher before the 12th.
However,the warmer than normalanddry conditionspersistedthrough the 20th, with activewildfires
continuingto burn, and with air quality issuesdue to smoke. Then,beginningon the 21st, there wasa
major weather pattern changethat brought cooler and much wetter conditions. A seriesof Pacific
weathersystemsbeganto moveacrossthe regionbeginningon the 21st. Moderateto heavyamounts
of rain fell over the forecastareawith a strongPacificweather systemon the 21st and the 22nd. For
example,the Pendleton,ORairport receiveda total of 0.85 of an inchof rain duringthis two-dayevent.
FrequentPacificweather systemsthen continuedto bring cooler and wetter than normal conditions
through the rest of the month. Maximumtemperatureswere then mostly in the 50s and 60s in the
lower elevations,though thesewere not significantlybelow normal, or record cold temperaturesfor
October. Maximumtemperaturesat the Pendleton,ORairport werebelow70 degreeseachdayduring
the rest of the month, for example. The storm that brought significantrainfall (and high mountain
snow to someareas)beginningon the 21st was essentiallya fire seasonendingprecipitation event.
Overall,this pastOctober,through the 20th, hasbeenone of the warmestanddriest on record. Below,
andon the nextslide,are imagesof climaticweatherconditionsduringthe month.



More Images Representing October 2022 Weather/Climate Conditions

Heavy rain event with low clouds and visibility Mountains hidden in smoke from wildfires

Beautiful sunrise after a recent heavy rain event Bright autumn foliage color at NWS Pendleton


